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PART I: General information 

Name of Institution: 

The University of Kansas 

Name of Unit: 

The William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications 

Year of Visit: 2023 

1. Check regional association by which the institution now is accredited.

_X Higher Learning Commission 

_ Middle States Commission on Higher Education 

_ New England Commission on Higher Education 

_ Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 

_ Southern Association of Colleges and School Commission on Colleges 

_ Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

2. Indicate the institution's type of control; check more than one if necessary.

Private 

..lL_Public 

_ Other (specify) 
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3. Provide assurance that the institution has legal authorization to provide education beyond

the secondary level. It is not necessary to include entire authorizing documents. Public 

institutions may cite legislative acts; private institutions may cite charters or other 

authorizing documents. 

The University of Kansas was organized under an Act by the legislature of the State of Kansas 

signed by Governor Thomas Carney, March 1, 1864. 



"The object of the university shall be to provide the inhabitants of this State with the means of 

acquiring a thorough knowledge of the various branches of literature, science and the arts." 

Furthermore, according to documents, "the government of the university shall vest in a board 

of regents ... the members of the board of regents shall be appointed by the Governor of the 

State, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, two-thirds of the Senators concurring 

therein ... " 

4. Has the journalism/mass communications unit been evaluated previously by the

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications? 

.JLYes 

No 

If yes, give the date of the last full accrediting visit. If there was a revisit, give the date of the 

last full visit and the date of the revisit: 

October 30, 2016 - November 2, 2016 

5. When was the unit or sequences within the unit first accredited by ACEJMC?

1947 

6. Insert here the unit's mission statement.
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See: https://journalism.ku.edu/mission­

values#:~:text=We%20teach%20students%20to%20think,frelds%20and%20for%20graduate%20 

study 

7. What are the type and length of terms?

Semesters of 15 weeks 

Summer sessions of 4 and 8 weeks 

Mid-winter sessions of 4 weeks 

8. Check the programs offered in journalism/mass communications:
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(b) The unit provides leadership in the development of high standards of professional 

practice through such activities as offering continuing education, promoting professional 

ethics, evaluating professional performance, and addressing communication issues of 

public consequence and concern.

The school hosts the Jayhawk Media Workshop, a weeklong residential summer program that 

has been running for more than 50 years. Each year, it draws more than 150 high school students 

and advisors, from more than a dozen states, who stay on campus and spend five days learning 

and doing journalism. 

In partnership with Haskell Indian Nations University, the newly renamed Indigenous Journalists 

Association (formerly Native American Journalists Association (NAJA)), and Native News 

Online, the school began hosting the Native Storytelling Workshop in 2022. The workshop is a 

weeklong residential summer program that strives to teach Native youth how to share their 

voices and stories via multimedia journalism and other media. Two school faculty members were 

the organizers and among the instructors of this workshop that received support from various 

tribal entities. 

(c) The unit contributes to its communities through unit-based service projects and events, 

service learning of its students and civic engagement of its faculty.

The school's faculty understands that service is an essential part of being a good citizen and that 

all faculty members contribute to the university's performance of its larger mission. The nature 

of service depends on individual faculty members' allocation of effort, and on their interests and 

abilities. Allocation of effort for tenured and tenure-track faculty members within the school 

begins with the University standard of 40-40-20, which determines 40% effort in teaching, 40% 

in research and 20% in service. Adjustments by the Dean are made either to meet the needs of 

the school or as a reflection of the research, teaching and service assignments of the faculty 

member. 

The school and faculty members host and participate in numerous annual campus events, 

contribute service to and serve in leadership roles with professional associations, and participate 

in regional and national conferences, conduct workshops and presentations with professional 

organizations. 

(d) The unit supports scholastic journalism.

The school is the headquarters for the Kansas Scholastic Press Association. A full-time 

professional staff member serves as the director ofKSPA and the Jayhawk Media Workshop. 










